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EUPLOYZENT IN THE HORTON STUDIO 
By ire. Elsie Horton 


tnamepeltas hay 15, 1088 of the Handicapped 

The studio started as an accident. I was making 
some fruit for my own home and a friend liked it very mech. For 
“her anniversary T made her some of this fruit and it happened that 
"at the time she was entertaining a generel merchandising man from 
Company. He saw this fruit and said it ought to be 
"patented and put on the market. She came over and told me that 
I must heve this patented and put on the market. She seid: "If 
you don't patent it, someone else will". 


That very afternoon I went to a meeting of the 

Board of Directors of the Yomen's Christian Association and there 

7 was a great deal of talk about unemployment among the women who 

_ Lived at the We Ce A. homes, A number of them were 111 and really 

2 not eit for any position they might get. I began thinking: “Perhaps 
“ae I memafactured some of this fruit for Christmas I could take 

) several of those girls and give them employment". So when I was 
“taking ny daughter aay to achool I stopped et Chicaco and went in 
to Marshall Pields and them the fruit. They offered to 


z take $500. worth of it for their Christmas trade. when I got to 


=up2 I went to Wenamakers with mach the same result, -_ came 


"2000. in ordera for this fruit. Si “1OK C& 


’ KS Tp ebbbbt be, | a 
. — So I employed three girls. It happened oat, Ne 
Ne : ; AG Cf 
> three were all handicapped. Otherwise I don't Saoge 19, z, 7 : 
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:; dover have thought of wonkdng with the hnntlosped. One 

| oth knee caps in a besketball game. Another was 

| in another way. She hed absolutely no funds and two 
| ehflaren to take care of, ang no training that would enable her 
‘to get a position down town. The third was handicapped mentally. 


| We did not mow it. She was a peculiar ease. We started work and 
| before Christmas of that year with six girls we made some $5,000. 
? worth of fruit. That sounds very lovely but I have to confess we 
| ‘made over again about $4900. worth of the work. The process wos 


“not eorrect. 


All this had to be done in the billiard room of 


@y ow home. I thought of taking an apartment for a little while. 


and just finishing up the orders we had to help these girls out. 


Gas 
SAF 


But the orders kept coming in and more people kept coming who could 
not get positions down town. I asked lr. Norton if I might go 
into this business on a larger scole. He seid he did not mind if 


Ea G@idn't entail ruch eapital. So I then moved from my apartment down 


sil and took a larger place and at this time definitely made up my 


mind to work with only the handicapped wherever it was possible. 


I took several people with different handicaps, 


and one day when lunching with a friend she discussed the ease of 
g girl who had lost her sight and was giving their organization 


“more or less trouble. She had a difficult dispositionand was 
_ really in a very bad way mentally over her inability to get work. 
| ‘E aaia to her "I tell you what I will do. If you will pay her 


\ wages for a couple of weeks I will try her out. I have been wanting 


Fe Soe «Sten sash oon con saat she ean do." She said she would 
end the girl came up. Today she is modeling every particle of 

‘ fruit that we are making in our studio. She is keeping five girls 
busy with her modeling end I think her work is lovely. I am 
ashamed of the things I ask this girl to do. I forget she is 
‘bdiind and go to her with a great sheaf of flowers to copy. You 
understand she doesn't color the fruit but she does model its. Each 
one of these pieces is made on a different foujdation and never yet 
hes she gotten her colors mixed. She brailles the labels of the 
color on each piece of coods. During investory time thie cirl ‘is 
invaluabie. I can trust her count ever so much better then the 
girls with good sight. And she can always tell if a leaf or a 
mould is wronge | | 
About this time Misa Giere came to me and discussed 
gome of her problems, I offered to take a couple of her girls 

and try them. One is a girl who is partially paralyzed. Her 
brain was also partially paralysed. Wwe took her in and I set 

her to work in the painting department painting leaves and flowers. 
She had one bad hand. She would take this dead hand and put it) 
down on the leaf and paint the plain color on the leaf. The young 
woman in charge of that room came to me on several occasions, and 
said to me "I wish you would take thet girl away. I am afraid 

of her. She is not right" « I replied "We wont toe keep her a 
little while longer and just see what we can do with her". 

8 Ome dey I fixed up a tray with paints of all the 
‘aifferent colors and a big bunch of leaves that were no good and 
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‘saig to her "this is just the time of the year when we are soving 
‘all of the autumn leaves. You have noticed 
gutunn leaves in our window. I am going to give you all of the 
‘leaves and want you to paint them for mee Just paint them any way 
you want te." She started in not showing very much interest. The 
next day she showed a little bit more end very soon there was a 
marked improvement. I had expected to throw the leaves away but 
we used eve y one of them. Today I can't tell you what beautiful 
color work that girl is doinge I am going to ask lir. Sullivan 


them. We need some 


seme way to find the money to send her to en art school for she is 
certainly worth it. She is doing work without any supervision : 
making these flowers, coloring them and no two are ever alikes 

We have had severel people that are crippied in 
on way or another. I had one girl who had the use of only 
one hand. She hed been in this country only a short time and 
could talk very little English. She had never seen any sort 
of art work and had never had a brush in her hand. We started 
this girl on rug weavings ‘The blind ean do this rug work very 
well. We have the outline put in by someone with sight and the 


‘plind person ean fill in the background. 
| However, we weren't satisfied with this and went 


one step further. We heard of a man for whom it was very difficult 
to find employment. You in Minneaplis have all heard of Jom 
Lauby. He has made a wonderful effort to help himself. te is 
deaf, dumb and blind, ‘The Minneapolis Seciety for the Blind 
secured him a seroll saw and he is now making from $12. to $16. a 
i week cutting out these toys with a scroll saw. Te does the 
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results with the deaf than the wanes r guess 5 thet 
t hate to write go much and I can't tale to theme 
exbroidery work on shawls and. they Lemp shades, 
te problen hes been of sbesscied to find 


| a great suecess, but not the success I want, I want 100° ae . ioe 
deapped people in the studio. 1 want woodworking 


